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Senate Democrats alienate Gov. Cuomo after losing redistricting battle

'It’s substantive and political incompetence,' one Democrat insider said.

By Ken Lovett

Monday, March 19, 2012, 4:00 AM

ALBANY — Senate Democrats not only lost the fight for independent redistricting, but managed to alienate the man they are asking to help them reclaim the chamber this fall — Gov. Cuomo.

“It’s substantive and political incompetence, which is everything we’ve come to know from the Senate Democrats,” said a Dem insider.

Rather than just state their case and focus their attacks on the Republicans, Senate Democratic Campaign Committee Chairman Michael Gianaris and others grew frustrated when Cuomo retreated from his pledge to veto district lines drawn by the Legislature.

Gianaris (D-Queens) blasted as “garbage” the redistricting deal he says illegally favors Senate Republicans — a deal Cuomo blessed.

“So much for change coming to Albany,” Gianaris groused. “The bad guys won.”

The Democratic insider said the strategy was “just the latest in a series of embarrassments we’ve seen from the Senate Democrats” over the years.

The Dems not only looked like hypocrites because they didn’t take up independent redistricting when they briefly controlled the chamber, but they angered a popular governor who Gianaris has insisted will campaign for them this fall, the source said.

Cuomo has said he will wait until the end of the legislative session in June to decide whether he will actively support the Senate Dems, who are in debt and have far less cash on hand than the GOP.

A source with close ties to the Senate Dems said Cuomo may be forced to help because he has angered fellow Dems, liberals and unions both in New York and nationally.

Senate Democratic spokesman Michael Murphy said the conference is “proud” of its progressive positions — including a call for “true government reform.”

Silver losing clout?

A long-simmering generational split among Assembly Democrats has begun to boil — and Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver could be the one feeling the heat.

A host of veteran lawmakers have left the chamber in recent years and been replaced by young guns with less loyalty to Silver.

Some were livid last week at how Silver and his aides twisted their arms to vote for Cuomo’s pension reform plan. Silver ultimately needed minority party votes to pass the bill — something almost unheard of in Albany.

One newer Democrat who did not bow to the pressure complained that the same heat was not put on veteran lawmakers like Manhattan’s Deborah Glick, who enjoy committee chairmanships and are safer in their districts.

“They get everything and then they’re let off on the tough votes,” said one rankled member. “When Stanley Fink was speaker, he would say, ‘If you’re a committee chair, you’re part of the leadership and you’re voting yes.’”

Silver downplayed any problems saying, “the votes went across generational lines across both sides of the aisle.”

Even with the anger, it’s unlikely Silver is in serious jeopardy as there is no obvious heir apparent — though one Dem mentioned Brooklyn’s Joseph Lentol as a potential short-term alternative.

The Cuomo Way

Having won five of his key priorities this year, Cuomo gave an interesting take on his reputation for using political threats to get what he wants.

“They’re not threats,” he said. “They are an articulation of options, an alternative course of behavior and conduct that we may pursue jointly in a mutual and cooperative atmosphere.”

AD-050, AD-064, AD-066

New York Daily News  Page 1 of 2

